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CONFIDENTIAL

CENTRAL INTELLICENCE AGENCY
Geography Division, ORR

Froject Initiation Hemorandum

Tos Chief, Geographic Research Project Mo.: 63.1720
From:  Chief, Geography Division Dates i(e)v?"::gugy Mgg?91959
1. Subject of Proposed Frojeot: The "Olsztyn Region" of Poland.

2. Statemsmb of Problems (Owtline to be attached)

To assess the present status of Polish-administered East Prussia considering
pdrticularly resettlement and development, importance of the area to Poland
within her present boundaries, Polish intentions for the Olsztiyn Region,
Polish-Soviet relations in the area, the German claim, and outlook for the
future. (See attached Background Statement and Outline)

25X1A
3. Requester: Self-initiated
. Responsible Anslyst and Branch: D/GG/E
5. Kind and Extent of Cooperation Des:i.fed Lroms
a. Other Divisions of the G Area {(include maps)
D/GC: 5 or 6 maps to be prepared by D/ac/s.
- H
£ ¢ : i i  DOGUMENTNO. "
\{? Other paris of CIA: Graphics Register D HANGE IN CLASS. T
[ DECLASSIFIED
e Oubmirte &5 GLASS. GHANGED TO: T& S (>
: NEXT REVIEW DATE: M_.w i
5, Estimated Man Hours in D/GG: 350 AUTH: HR 7, z,’ | 25X 1
DNE)’M REVIEWER:
7. Probable Completion Date: May 1959
3, Probable Form of Final Fublication: CIA/RR-G
9., Recommendations Regarding Digtribusion of Finished Report:
Ay s ol Mu{o&‘wu -

10. Commentgt The report will serve, inter alia, as a vehicle for presenting
recently acquired data re the fixing of The westernmost point of Poland
USSR boundary and delimitation of Polish and Soviet territorial waters near
this point. i, _ )

spproveds: : %ief, Geography Division
\FisF, Geouvephis Resesron  wde

orisbans UAppeowed FoRelease 2
>

S S OB

&




Y

<
o

fﬁ)ﬁ fN-ﬂA DP79%a4018A000300050002-5

Projeet 63.1720

Approv@or Rele

t0

BACHCROUHD STATEMEND

An assessment of the Olsziyn Reglon is needed to:
1. Support negotiations regarding the future status of Germeny.
-2, Illuminate other relationships of prime U.S. intelligence
interest.
a. BSoviet comtrol of Poland.
b. Polish intentions -- territorial and economic.
¢. Soviet-Poligh relations -- maintenance of Foland’s
independent line toward certain Bloc patterns.
! In developing the report, an attempt will be made to answer such
questions as: What is going on in the Olsztyn Begion? In vhat ways
have critieal prewar patierns chenged? How importent is the ares to
Poland withirn ber present boundaries? What ie the economic development
trend aspd how has it been influenced by political counsiderations? etc.
Many intelligence studies of different types prepared during and
ipmediately sfter World War IY cover the Olsztyn Reglon in addition to
other arees. ‘These materials, however, do not record the vast chenges
that have taken plsce since 1945 and thus are of little current value.
A previous vepori, CIA/RR-(-19 partially filled the need for up-to-date
inteliigence on the former (erman territoriea between prewar Poland
and the Oder-Fiesse Lin2. A second report covering Polisheadministered
East Prussia (the Olsziyn B:egion}) will round out the picture.
The need for up-to-date intelligence on the Olsziyn Region has
been attested to by Dr. Eizel Paarey, Geegrapher of the Department of State,

who expressed o sirong inmterest in the proposed study on behalf of his
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Introduction - {MAP-GRIEHTATIDN)

e

b o

Definition of area terme: wesiern territories, recovered
territories, Oder-Fiesse territories, northern territories,
Olsztyn Region, easiern territories, eic.

Historical sketeh {brief).

Geographic setting

2. Terrsin ' (MAP-TERRAIN)
b. Climate
@. Political geography (MAP-POLITICAL)
Population (1AP-FOPULATION)
2. Prewar population
b. Exodus during and following WW IIL.
c¢. Repettiement - who zmd where fromo.
§. Pregent population by ethnie apd other categories.
e, Charecteristics of present population - ineludes great change
1p religious complexion of the srea.
f. Settlement patterns - ¢thnic groups mixed in settlements -
. aiee less urban -
~ many townes still not rebuilt.
g. Contimning srodus ('56 and later) of CGermsns and Germenized
autochthons.
Boonomy : {¥AP-ECOROMY AND
COMMUNICATIONS )
a. Ceneral status of development.
b. Eabural resoureées.
e. Agrieulture and animal husbendry (collective vs. private farming) .
4o Industzry.
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Chenges in economie functions asnd market orientation resulting
from division of Enst Pruseis and cession of southern part 30

Poland.

Influence of politieal considerations on economic development.

(1) Under "secure-the-western-Territories-first” policy,

setilement and development of the 0lsztyn Reglon have lagged.

'(2) Poles would like to step up development of Olsztyn Region,

but ean't without taking capitel away from ?esterniterri-
tories and projects in old Poland.

(3) Polish go-slovw oo collective ferme may stem partly from
beli@f that relatively contented Polish peassantry rooted

to self-owned land is best defense sgainst German irredentism.

Communicatious

Eo

b

Great wor domage not yet completely reﬁairedo o

Fetworks adversely affected by division of Bast Prussia.

Soviet-Polish relations in and near the Olsztyn Region.

&o

Polend-USSR boundary

(1) control mezsures and orossings - wide strip of unused land.

(2) reeent delimitation of Polish and Soviet territorisl waters
at western end of boundery. (MAP-TERR . WATERS)

Soviet and Fblish militery setivities in the area - very brief

rundown.

Vevigation of Zalew Wifileny (Frische Haff) - Poles mot mllowed

by Boviets to use E&ltiysk ghannel - a gore point with the Poles.
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Failure of Soviets to cooperate in maintaining water control
vworks im . Esst Prussia has kept water levels high in Poligh
section making muck good ferm lend umussble - 8 cause of
conglderable Polish-Soviet friction.

Soviets "liberated” industrial eguipment during and immediately
after WW II knoving Olsztyn Region would be ceded to Poland.
Current Soviet non-ccoperstion may be a facet of a broad,
deliberate effort to pressure the Polish Government toward closer

adherence to Bloc patteras.

German claim to East Pruseie

A

do

Bonn and DIR positions.
Refusal of major western powers to recognize Oder-Hlesse boundary

glves some sirength to German elaim, otherwise, from Realgolitik

viewpoint, claim is weak.

Current CGerman "maintensnce” of claim is limited to propaganda
effort that at least keeps the Poles on edgéo

Some Boun Germans yeszrn for ﬁeturn of East Frussia to the Reich,

but others take good ridémnce attitude -- feel the area was an

econonic lisbility o Cermany prewar.

Continuing sxodus of Gerzens snd Germonized autochthons from

Bast Prusgia Durtheyr weskens Qermsn claim.

Future outicok

Ba

Poles belleve "recovered tercritories” should remain Polish apd
ere sure Olsztyn Region will, but they are less sure sbout areas
contingent to Oder-Hiesse line. These attitudes not likely to

change unless positions of Germany or interested ma jor povers
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Econonle growth of Olsziyn Reglon vill lag ag long as the
western territories and industrial pmjecta in old Poland
contimxe t0 receive 1nvestment priority.

The chancees that gll oxr part of the Olsztyn Region will be
returned to Germeny im foreseesble future are very remote. It
would probably require @ majbr war or upheaval in the USSR Lo
bring this aboul.

Bonn knows changes for recovery of Emst Prussia are poor bub
will contime to clasinm the area until international negotiations
offer opportunity %o, exact a price for glving up claim.
Discordant Soviet-Folish relations in the Olsztyn Region frontier
erea sre not likely to improve unless the Foligh Covermment

poves generally towsrd sloser confermity to Bloe pattérnaa
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